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Just Around the Corner 
March 15: NAP application sales closing date for annual crops (consult local FSA office for 

list) 

March 31: MAL/LDP application deadline for prior year harvested wheat, barley, canola, 

crambe, flaxseed, honey, oats, rapeseed, and sesame 

May 1: NAP application sales closing date for nursery crops 

May 31: MAL/LDP application deadline for prior year harvested corn, soybeans and other 

oilseeds, rice, grain sorghum, and pulse crops 

 

Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations 

Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely 
a costly, variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency 
assistance programs to provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those 
programs, a disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger. When natural disaster 
occurs, there is a process for requesting a USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a 
county. Agricultural producers can play a vital role in this process. 

If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster, you may submit 
a request to your local FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial 
disaster designation. Once a request is received, the county office will collect disaster data 
and create a Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency Board will review the Loss 
Assessment Report and determine if a recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture for the designation. 
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USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage 
before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection options, including 
federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop 
sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014 Farm Bill expanded 
NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free 
catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of protection." 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP 
covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, 
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by 
visiting https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx.  

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of 
expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the 
average market price, including coverage for organics and crops marketed directly to consumers. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your 
local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.   

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available 
at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. 
Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict 
insurance premium costs. 

 

USDA Makes it Easier to Transfer Land to the Next Generation of Farmers 
and Ranchers 

Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation Reserve Program Land to New Farmers; Provides Priority Enrollment in 
Working Lands Conservation Programs  

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering an early termination opportunity for certain Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) contracts, making it easier to transfer property to the next generation of farmers and ranchers, including 
family members. The land that is eligible for the early termination is among the least environmentally sensitive land 
enrolled in CRP. 

Normally, if a landowner terminates a CRP contract early, they are required to repay all previous payments plus interest. 
The new policy waives this repayment if the land is transferred to a beginning farmer or rancher through a sale or lease 
with an option to buy. With CRP enrollment close to the Congressionally-mandated cap of 24 million acres, the early 
termination will also allow USDA to enroll other land with higher conservation value elsewhere. 

Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure provisions will be eligible for priority enrollment consideration 
into the CRP Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship Program or Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program, as determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land survey, conducted by USDA in 2014, U.S. 
farmland owners expect to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership during 2015-2019. This represents 10 percent of 
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all farmland across the nation. For more information about CRP and to find out if your acreage is eligible for early 
contract termination, contact your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office or go online at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.  

 

USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2017 

Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit their local FSA office to sign 
contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by signing a contract 
each program year.  

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial 
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the 
historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 2015 must 
still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when 
there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, 
rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding 
these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Notice of Availability of Loan Servicing 

Farm loan customers past due on their January 1st, 2017 payment(s) will be sent a Notice of Availability of Loan 
Servicing.  The notice contains important information for the producer.  It outlines the producer’s options for FSA 
servicing programs and deadlines.  Failure to meet statutory deadlines may significantly limit the producer’s options.   

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress.  If you are a borrower who is unable 
to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to learn about the options available to you. 

 

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow is 
hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral should remember that 
they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan. 

 

March 2017 Interest Rates 
3-year Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)     1.500%                    Farm Operating Loan                                      3.000% 
5-year FSFL                                                    1.875%                    Farm Ownership Loan                                     4.000%  
7-year FSFL                                                    2.250%                    Farm Ownership Joint Financing Loan            2.500% 
10-year FSFL                                                  2.500%                    Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan           1.500% 
12-year FSFL                                                  2.500%                    Crop Year 2017 Commodity Loan                   1.875% 
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